Amy Strange

Professional Goal Statement
For the past eight years I have worked with children and families affected by Autism.  Autism currently affects approximately 1 in 150 children.  It is 4 times more prevalent in males than in females.  Although the statistics are black and white, there is still no clear cause or cure for Autism.  What is clear is that families who have a child afflicted by this disorder have to wade through the often ambiguous stream of research, theories, philosophies, and parent testimonials in order to haphazardly determine what regime they should use to best help their child.  Helping with this decision is what drives me, and what has led to pursuing a Master of Arts in Education, with an emphasis in Special Education.  

Through working with children with Autism, I have learned the infinite value of a human being and the importance of helping others.  I have learned to appreciate the small things in life and to not take anything for granted.  Most importantly, I have learned that my passion in life is to help others.  As such, my goal is to expand my knowledge of the educational process, and how it translates to teaching children with disabilities.  I want to learn additional techniques, strategies and procedures to use with children who are in special education programs.  Furthermore, I hope to increase my understanding of the typical development of children so that I can better assess the deficits and strengths of children with disabilities.  
As a full-time Case Consultant, I am looking for a Masters program that is conducive to balancing my professional and academic responsibilities, and that offers a flexible schedule.  I believe Michigan State’s online Master of Arts program in Education will help me fulfill my professional and personal goals.          
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