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Course Rationale and Objectives

The principal aim of this online course is inquire about the social context of school curriculum.  Our primary goal will be to understand how school curriculum represents a configuration of cultural, ethical, global, historical, philosophical, political, and technological meanings.  We will explore how these meanings are woven into the fabric of what is taught and learned in and out of school.  We will center our inquiry on the social foundations of curriculum in the United States.
TE 818 is designed to assist you in thinking through the perennial questions that confront educators, education policymakers, and the larger society
. The questions include: What should be taught in schools? Why?  What is the purpose of education?  What is the relationship between schools and society?  How should curriculum be understood and organized? In order to investigate these questions, we will divide our examination of curriculum’s social foundations into seven dimensions. The seven dimensions of curriculum which we will inquire about include:

1. Philosophical dimensions that inform questions like: What is knowledge? What knowledge has the most worth? How is knowledge produced and reproduced?
2. Historical dimensions that inform questions like: How does history shape the curriculum? What significant events changed school curriculum?  
3. Political dimensions that inform questions like: How and why does curriculum get legislated? How does power and politics influence the curriculum? What is a public education? 
4. Ethical/moral dimensions that inform questions like: What is a just and fair curriculum for all learners? How does the curriculum mesh with equality? How does the curriculum become inclusive? What is the relationship between what is taught and social justice?
5. Cultural dimensions that inform questions like: How does the curriculum reflect cultural values? Whose/what cultural values are often represented? Whose/what cultural values get silenced? What happens when cultural values clash?
6. Global dimensions that inform questions like: How does the curriculum reflect an interdependent and globalized society? What does it mean to have a well-rounded curriculum in a “flat” world? 
7. Technological dimensions that inform questions like: What is the relationship between technology and the curriculum? What is the teacher’s role in using technological tools to teach the curriculum? What is a 21st century curriculum?  
Of course, this is by no means an exhaustive list. Other aspects like the arts, economics, health, and the role of gender could be further parsed from these dimensions as equally important parts of a curriculum’s social foundations. Yet, the aforementioned seven curricular dimensions offer valuable background knowledge and a broad lens to examine, analyze, and critique the contemporary (and, no doubt, future) discourses about curriculum. The capacity to engage in this kind of critical inquiry distinguishes professionals’ knowledge from that of laypersons. TE 818 will prepare you to better understand the larger educational context in which we find ourselves situated. 
Specifically, the course objectives are for you to:
· develop a broader and deeper understanding of curriculum issues by understanding the social context which shapes curriculum;

· examine persistent questions/issues about curriculum that educators, policymakers, philosophers, and citizens have and continue to debate;

· critically inquire about the implications and/or consequences of curriculum goals, policies, and practices; 
· identify, question, and analyze curriculum terminology that is ill-defined and problematic; understand concepts uniquely associated with curriculum (e.g., the “hidden” or “null” curriculum, “teacher-proof” curriculum, etc.);
· analyze how your conceptions of knowledge, teaching, learning, and schooling are shaped by the curriculum’s social foundations; 
· investigate how the curriculum in its social context is represented in the lives of teachers and learners

Format

In order to meet these goals, the course follows a unit-based approach with three units in total. The first unit, called Introductions, provides the introduction and foundation for the course. The second unit, called Dimensions, explores the seven dimensions of curriculum’s social context. The third unit, called Reflections, is more summative and includes a synthesis paper or project on what was learned throughout the course. 

Students will complete each unit before progressing to the next unit. The course is structured so as to keep students on schedule and to prevent a back-up of assignments due at the end of the semester. There will be interaction between each student and the instructor as well as opportunities for students to interact with each other via the discussion tab on the wiki. These discussion boards are asynchronous (that is, students need not be online at the same time, nor are there “online” chats). Rather, on their own schedules, students can respond to others’ comments in order to engage them interactively.

A course wiki is the primary content management system. This wiki is activated using hypermedia, a course-based network of links to Internet resources: readings, text, video, audio, online exhibits, and more. The course wiki operates as an anchored but mobile network of resources for learning. The course is intended to contribute to students’ abilities to access, construct, and evaluate “information [or digital] literacy.” 

Reading Materials

You are not required to purchase any books or materials for this course. I link and/or embed the course materials on our class wiki. Each unit contains materials for reading. These assigned materials are divided into lessons. Every Wednesday, I will post the week’s lesson to the class wiki. The “assigned” reading(s) for each week will be linked or uploaded as a PDF or Word document. 
For most lessons, I will include discussion prompts and directions for responding to the readings. You will post responses to the reading(s) on a discussion board located in a tab on the wiki page for that week’s lesson. Discussion posts are due on Mondays by 11:59PM Eastern Time. 
Occasionally, “suggested” readings are also posted which may or may not be hyperlinked. The “suggested” readings are optional and you will most likely be able to access these optional readings via the MSU Library.

A note on using the MSU Library electronically: As distance learning students, you may not have the opportunity to visit the MSU Library personally. To gain access electronically to the MSU Library, go to the following address: http://www2.lib.msu.edu/ and follow the directions for re-setting your browser (click on the “Computers” tab at the top of the page and then on “Off Campus Access”). Many graduate and undergraduate students often find that browsing the library journals is a good way to enrich their knowledge of a subject. As you locate the journals and “suggested” articles for each unit, you may wish occasionally to browse a bit to get a sense of what scholarship is like in the several domains of curricular inquiry. Using the MSU Library, and the other online resources in TE 818, will demonstrate how learning via the Internet can be an endlessly interactive activity limited only by your interests (as well, of course, as your time!). Again: Remember to reset your browser if you want access to the MSU Library from an off campus computer. 

Assignments
There are five assignments as part of the course grade:
1. Discussion Board Postings (40% of course grade)

Participation is evaluated by your discussion board postings.
The discussion postings (between 150-300 words) focus on your response to the readings. They are more “open-ended” and are intended to provide a way for you to hear your classmates’ thinking on the reading(s) for the week. You should connect your posting to the materials in the week’s lesson, but the posting can also have application to your own classroom practice. 

I provide directions for the discussion postings in each week’s lesson.  Discussion postings are due on Mondays by 11:59pm Eastern Time.

2. Personal Curriculum Narrative Survey (5% of course grade-graded Pass/Fail)

This assignment is designed as a narrative self-survey. After the final Introductions unit lesson, you will post to the wiki discussion board a narrative style response to the following:  Taken what we have reviewed thus far about curriculum social context, describe the social context of the curriculum you received in your own k-12 schooling. What parts of the curriculum were explicit? What was hidden? What was null or missing?  For this assignment, it might be beneficial to pick a certain grade level or school level (i.e. elementary, middle, or high school) to help focus your writing. This is a personal narrative of how you situate your schooling and in history and context of curriculum.
The written response (between 350-500 words) will be posted to the class wiki and is due Monday, September 27, 2010 at 11:59pm Eastern Time.  

3. Curriculum Issue Analysis (20% of course grade)

In this assignment you will identify and analyze a curriculum issue. By issue, I mean a controversy or debate surrounding curriculum. The curriculum issue you choose to analyze can be either current or historical. It can be an issue from your own school or an issue in the news (i.e. Texas social studies curriculum controversy). This written assignment (between 700 – 900 words or two to three pages) will have two parts: a summary of the issue and an analysis of the dimensions of the controversy. You will connect your analysis to the course readings. More details related to this assignment will be posted in the assignment section on the wiki.  This paper is due October 25, 2010 at 11:59pm Eastern Time.  

4. Synthesis Paper or Project (30% of course grade)

This assignment’s purpose is about synthesizing what you learned about the social context of curriculum. Taking a course means reflecting on the relation of prior knowledge and beliefs to what is newly encountered. How does what you learned throughout the course confirm and contest (or challenge) your prior knowledge about the social context of the curriculum? 
In this assignment you have several options. You can choose to write an essay (between three to five pages) or create a project which is more of a metaphorical synthesis (i.e., a song, poem, digital story, photo collection, painting, etc.) which represents your enhanced understanding of the relationship between curriculum and society. 
I will post more details about the options for this assignment on the wiki. 
This assignment is due Monday, December 6, 2010 at 11:59pm Eastern Time.
5. Showcasing Your Synthesis (5% of course grade)

The final assignment is a verbal summary of the paper or project you produced for assignment #4. I would like you to briefly explain and record what you learned throughout the course. So rather than a written assignment, this reflection will be created as a recording which you will upload to our wiki so that everyone has an opportunity to listen to what was learned throughout TE 818. We will discuss more about the recording options for this assignment on the wiki.  
This assignment is the only one not due on Monday. Rather, this assignment is due on Wednesday, December 15, 2010 at 11:59pm Eastern Time.

Course schedule

The scope and sequence for the course’s units and lessons can be found in the course schedule located on the wiki.  The schedule provides an outline of the topics covered and assignment due dates.

Communication

You should check your e-mail frequently for messages from me.  While I welcome communication from each of you via email, if you have specific questions about the course, please use the discussion tab at the top of the home page on the wiki. I prefer that you use this forum rather than send direct email as other class members can learn from these dialogues. As you know, often if one person has a question others have the same one.  

Late policy

All work must be turned in on time.  No deferred grades or incompletes will be given without serious extenuating circumstances.

Academic honesty and citations

I assume that each student is honest and that all course work and examinations represent the student’s own work. Violations of the academic integrity policy such as cheating, plagiarism, selling course assignments or academic fraud are grounds for academic action and/or disciplinary sanction as described in the University’s student conduct code. 

The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as fundamental to the community of teachers and scholars. This means that all academic work is prepared by the student to whom it is assigned, without unauthorized aid of any kind.

Incidents of plagiarism are taken very seriously and will be pursued and punishment can result in automatic failure of the course. Students are warned not to use any text verbatim on any class assignments without quotation marks and source citations. Warning: do not go to a site like Wikipedia, copy and paste, and then “rearrange” words or sentences or replace a few words here and there – that constitutes plagiarism. If you are quoting verbatim, always use quotation marks and cite the page number. (Note, if you use block quotes, APA citation style does not use quotation marks, however, to be on the safe side of academic honesty, for this course, use quotation marks whenever you are citing verbatim). If you have any questions, please ask. 

Directions for APA style for references and citations are available at http://webster.commnet.edu/apa/apa_index.htm and many other places on the web. Students may also wish to purchase the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed. American Psychological Association: New York, 2008). 

For University regulations on academic dishonesty and plagiarism, refer to 

http://www.vps.msu.edu/SpLife/rule32.htm
http://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/plagiarism.html
Course questions or concerns

If you have concerns or complaints about the course or my conduct of it, I will appreciate your bringing them first to me. Alternatively, or if I am not sufficiently responsive, you could take them to Dr. Randi Stanulis at randis@msu.edu, or to the MSU Ombudsman (https://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/).

Accommodations for disabilities
It is Michigan State's policy not to discriminate against qualified students with documented disabilities in its educational programs.  If you have a disability-related need for modifications in this course, please contact me and the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities. I should be notified as early in the semester as possible. For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY).  Instructors in the course may request a VISA Form (Verified Individual Student Accommodations Form) from a student requesting services. The OPHS website is at http://www.rcpd.msu.edu/Home/.

General Grading Rubric

	Points
	4 Point Scale
	Description

	95-100
	4.0
	This represents outstanding and exemplary work. The student uses and integrates readings, online discussions, and personal experiences (where appropriate) to inform his/her writing. The student meets all the requirements of the assignment, is deeply thoughtful, and provides many details and examples to support writing. The writing contains no errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

	90-94
	3.5
	This represents high quality work. The student uses many readings, online discussions, and personal experiences (where appropriate) to inform the writing. The student meets all the requirements of the assignment, is thoughtful and provides some details and examples to support ideas. The writing contains very few errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

	85-89
	3.0
	This represents good quality work, performed at the expected level for graduate study. The student uses some readings, online discussions, and personal experiences to inform writing. The student meets all requirements of assignment, attempts to engage with the purposes of the assignments, and provides details and examples to support ideas. The writing contains few errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

	80-84
	2.5
	This represents work below the expected level of quality for the TE program. The student does not include appropriate references to relevant readings, online discussions, and personal experiences to inform writing. The student does not meet all requirements of assignment. The student’s writing represents a limited attempt to engage with the purposes of the assignment, few details and examples to support writing. The writing includes many errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

	75-79
	2.0
	This represents work significantly below the expected level of quality. The student’s writing includes many errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling. The work shows little evidence of having read course readings or of integrating online discussions. The writing meets few of the assignment’s requirements. The student demonstrates a minimal attempt to engage with the purposes of the assignment, with no details or examples to support the ideas.


� Although this course is centered on curriculum in the United States, the questions about the value and purpose of curriculum are often shared and debated by each society and nation.  While the United States defines the social context of our inquiry, I believe that it is also valuable and instructive to compare curriculum’s social foundations in other countries and/or contexts.
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